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which violated the law or transgressed it. The Councillors did not relish
this argument. Consequently, Sheth Hoondamal was not granted a licence
and has had to close down his shop.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 18-2-1905

306. CORPORATION INSANITATION
There was submitted, at the ordinary monthly meeting of the Durban
Town Council, on the 7th inst., a Report by the Inspector of Nuisances
relative to the Eastern and Western Vleis. It is noteworthy that this
official makes reference to certain areas, the buildings on which are various-
ly described as dilapidated and imperfect as to sanitation and building
characteristics, whilst the ground itself is said to be undrained. These
buildings, moreover, are declared to be "used for habitable purposes",
and also "unfit for human habitation".
We are forcibly reminded of a meeting held, under the auspices of
the Natal Indian Congress, in June of 1903, when emphasis was laid upon
an allegation made in the Minute, submitted by the Mayor to the Town
Council, concerning the insanitary habits of the Indian population, and
urging this as one of several reasons why Indians should be relegated to
Locations, or, as they have been euphemistically designated, "Bazaars".
Lord Milner, it will be remembered, in his memorable Notice No,
356 of 1903, drew special attention to the exception that was to be made
in respect of Asiatics whose habits of life and social qualities were not repug-
nant to European ideas or in conflict with sanitary laws. We venture
to suggest that any doctor or hospital nurse will confirm our assertion
that, even amongst higher-class Europeans, scientific sanitation is not always
favourably regarded. That, however, is by the way. The real point is
that it is not always just that the general opinion of Europeans, who are
often most ignorant of what they are most assured, and as often prejudiced
against conditions and circumstances that are strange to them, should
be taken as a reasonable criterion. The opinion of the man in the street
is, notoriously, vastly different from, and often opposed to, the opinion
of the man in the study, who has greater and more frequent opportunity
of collecting, sifting and judging the facts of which he speaks.
There are Indians and Indians; there are Indians who approach
absolutely to the scientific European standard of sanitation, and there
are Indians who have not yet adopted other modes of sanitation than
those to which theyhave been accustomed, almost from time immemorial,
in the remote districts of India. Similar distinctions may, indeed, be
made amongst the inhabitants of civilised nations the world over. There
is always, and will be for long years to come, this difference between the
educated and the ill-instructed.